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BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES – April 5, 2021 
 

The meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Inc. Village of Brightwaters was held on Monday, April 5, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. at Village 
Hall, 40 Seneca Dr., Brightwaters, NY, conducted through the Video Conference Zoom with the following officers present:  
  

John J. Valdini     Mayor 
Thomas Zepf     Deputy Mayor  
Michael Dopsovic    Trustee     
Patrick Fawcett    Trustee  
Nicole Rhodes     Clerk-Treasurer 

 Charles Casolaro    Village Attorney 
 Bob O’Shea     Building Inspector 
 Anthony Rambazis    Code Supervisor 
 
 Absent: Trustee Mary Del Vecchio   
      
At 7:30 pm Mayor, John J. Valdini called the meeting to order followed by a salute to the flag.  
 
Approve Minutes of March 1, 2021 & March 15, 2021 

Motion: Mayor Valdini  Second: Deputy Mayor Zepf 
Vote: 5 ayes  0 nays Absent: Trustee Del Vecchio 

 
Monthly Fire Marshal Report; 

  

All Public Assembly and Multiple Dwelling occupancies within the Village of Brightwaters are currently valid and up to date.  
 

Inspections of commercial occupancies continue in the Village of Brightwaters with re-inspections having also been conducted to ensure 

that all violations have since been removed. 
 

After numerous attempts to inspect 91 Howell’s Rd., now occupied by Lulu’s Lobster & Wing Shack, I’m happy to report the 

establishment is now in compliance with all required ordinances. Specifically, the Automatic Sprinkler System, Automatic Fire Alarm, Emergency 

Lighting System, Electrical Services and the Kitchens Automatic Extinguishing System have all been inspected and certified as required. 
 

There was no investigation of fire requested by the Bay Shore Fire Department during the past month. 
 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Brennan, Fire Marshal 

Village of Brightwaters 



4-5-21 - Board of Trustees Meeting 

Mayor’s Report: 

• Saturday April 3rd was the Easter Egg Hunt at Wohseepee Park.  The Mayor thanked Tony Rambazis for his assistance.  We 
were supposed to have some high school volunteers but we didn’t have any show up.  Had 1,000 eggs for the age group 5 
and under and 1,000 eggs for the age group 6-12.  We had a nice crowd and it was good that we were still able to do it with 
the virus.  People stayed and played on the playground after the event. 

• The Village is still having the Plant Sale which wasn’t held last year due to Covid.  Jeanne Pirkl of the office spearheaded the 
Garden Club to run the event.  It will be held on May 8th at the Head of the Canal which is the day before Mother’s Day.  We 
are looking forward to keeping the traditions going forward. 

• Planning Board has been discussing the Orinoco re-zoning for the last 5-6 years.  It is included on our Capital Improvements 
Plan on our website.  A Zoom Planning Board discussion with resident’s input will be held on April 20th.  A flyer will be going 
out with more information. 

• Mama Santina’s is about to do a major renovation of their restaurant and parking lot. 

• Canal Update: Making progress.  The first 500 feet will hopefully be done shortly.  Looking to get the westside south of the 
construction soon.  The official date of the Canal opening is May 1st but anything before that is a plus.  Construction will 
continue into June.   

• Spring Village-wide Garage Sale is May 1st.  We already have a bunch of applications in. 

• The businesses in the Downtown District were assessed for Commercial Property Maintenance.  Most stores are complying 
quickly with the requirements made by the village.  Hopefully within the next month the stores will be spruced up. 

• April 23rd National Grid will be donating mulch and their time to spread it throughout our playground equipment at Wohseepee 
Park. 

• Looking for Seasonal Part time positions at Walker Beach.  Lifeguards and Park Attendants.  Looking for older, mature 
residents for the Park Attendants. (20-25 hours) 

• Summer Program Registration Day is April 26th and will be done online. 

• Third and final Bridge at the lakes will start to be renovated soon along with black top. 

• Pine Drive will be done in May.  The Town of Islip did not contribute at all.  The Village owns the road and the Town felt that 
they should not contribute to it.  The project will still go on.  

• After 25 years, Village Deputy Clerk, Carol Posimato is retiring. 

• Discussions on the legalization of marijuana will be held over the next few meetings.  Villages have the option to opt out of 
allowing dispensaries to operate in the Village. 

 
Deputy Mayor Zepf – Code Enforcement: 

• Some Code issues in the Village are: Parking of Commercial Vehicles in their driveways, Overnight Parking, Garbage being 
put out too early, Landscapers and Contractors starting too early and Chickens in yards. 

• Two Chocolate Labs got out and were running through the Village.  Thank you to Franco Oliveri and the help of Code in 
getting them back to their rightful owners safely. 
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Trustee Dopsovic – Highway: 

• Highway have been mowing all village owned property throughout the Village. 

• Working on pothole repairs throughout the Village.  If we missed any, please let Village Office know. 

• Street sweeping on the northside will be happening soon.  An email will be going out.  Please do not park on the street during 
sweeping. 

 
Trustee Fawcett – Special Projects: 

• Concentrating on the canal and getting the east side done as soon as possible.  Repairing the breakwater and other items 
involving the canal. 

• April 1st is the date for kayak and paddle board spaces to be rented. 

• Thoughts about doing a lakes cleanup day.  Please take a moment to look around the shores for trash and debris. 

• Looking at ways to increase the water cleanliness around the canal and lakes.  Working with Cornell Cooperative. 

• Sand sifting at Walker Beach will be completed soon. 

• Wear reflective clothing if walking at night. 
 

Approve Outdoor Seating Application for Henley’s Village Tavern located at 184 Orinoco Drive. 
Motion: Mayor Valdini  Second: Deputy Mayor Zepf 
Vote: 4 ayes  0 nays Absent: Trustee Del Vecchio 

 
Approve Outdoor Seating Application for Brightwater’s Inn located at 200 Orinoco Drive. 

Motion: Mayor Valdini  Second: Deputy Mayor Zepf 
Vote: 4 ayes  0 nays Absent: Trustee Del Vecchio 

 
Approve Resolution 9-2021 Authorizing to use Bonding Funds for Additional Maintenance/Repair to the East and West Side of the 
Canal. 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO USE BONDING FUNDS FOR ADDITIONAL MAINTENACE/REPAIR TO THE EAST AND 

WEST SIDE OF THE CANAL 
 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees have determined that further and additional remediation and/or maintenance work is 

required on the east and west side of the Village Canal in the form of hydro-seeding and the laying down of topsoil; and,  

  

WHEREAS, the Board desires to use funds acquired from the 2021 “East-Side Canal Repairs Bond”, but said use not 

specifically listed or contemplated when the Board of Trustees adopted Resolution 1-2021, on January 4, 2021, authorizing the Village 

Clerk to go to Bond; and,  
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WHEREAS, said Resolution of January 4, 2021, having passed by unanimous vote, and having been subject to permissive 

referendum, and no petition for referendum having been filed with the Office of the Village Clerk, and the date to file said petition(s) 

for referendum having lapsed, and said Resolution specifically authorizing the Board of Trustees to use Bond funds for any and all 

work related and ancillary to the canal-bulkhead repairs; and,  

 

WHEREAS, by this Resolution, the Board of Trustees has determined that the Hydro-seeding and laying of Topsoil on the 

east and west side of the Canal is necessary and ancillary work in connection to the Bulkhead’s replacement and construction; and, 

therefore,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that by this Resolution, the Board of Trustees authorizes the Village Clerk to retain the landscaping 

company of DiGiovanna Bros. Landscaping, Inc., pursuant to their submitted estimate, dated March 8, 2021, to Hydro-Seed and lay 

Topsoil on the east and west side of the canal, and use funds acquired through the Bond of 2021 to pay for the work.  

 

 WHEREFOR, this RESOLUTION, hereby adopted by vote of the Board of Trustees on April 5, 2021, shall be promptly 

recorded in the Office of the Village Clerk, and made part of the public record.   
 
Motion: Mayor Valdini  Second: Trustee Fawcett 
Vote: 4 ayes  0 nays Absent: Trustee Del Vecchio 

 
Approve Tree Removal Permit for 77 Hiawatha Drive. 
(Board of Trustees will need to take a better look at this.  It was tabled for the next meeting April 19, 2021.) 
 
Open Public Hearing on Local Law 2-2021 A local law authorizing a property tax levy in excess of the limit established in General 
Municipal Law §3-c. 

Motion: Mayor Valdini  Second: Deputy Mayor Zepf 
Vote: 4 ayes  0 nays Absent: Trustee Del Vecchio 
 
Public Comments: 

• Proposing a 2.7% tax levy increase 

• Resident Laurie Bloom of Windsor Avenue – Breakdown of where increases will be.  Listed on website. 
 
Close Public Hearing: 

Motion: Mayor Valdini  Second: Deputy Mayor Zepf 
Vote: 4 ayes  0 nays Absent: Trustee Del Vecchio 
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Adopt Local Law 2-2021 A local law authorizing a property tax levy in excess of the limit established in General Municipal Law §3-c. 
Motion: Mayor Valdini  Second: Deputy Mayor Zepf 
Vote: 4 ayes  0 nays Absent: Trustee Del Vecchio 

 
Open Public Hearing on the 2021-2022 Preliminary Budget 

Motion: Mayor Valdini  Second: Trustee Fawcett 
Vote: 4 ayes  0 nays Absent: Trustee Del Vecchio 
 
Comments: 

• Garbage Fees outside of the Villages control.  Was put out to bid and Alpha Carting was the lowest bidder by 1 million.  
We have a 4-year contract with them that goes up each year.  Call Alpha directly with any issues 

• Street Sweeping now will be done by our Public Works Dept. by renting a sweeper which saves money. 

• Gazebos to be renovated by fundraising efforts. 

• Resident at 455 Pine Acres. – Large increases in the court.  A Part time position for Court Clerk was added. 

• Resident Anne Shierant of Potter Blvd. – Are swipe cards for Wohseepee included in budget.  No they are not. 

Close Public Hearing on the 2021-2022 Preliminary Budget 
Motion: Mayor Valdini  Second: Trustee Dopsovic 
Vote: 4 ayes  0 nays Absent: Trustee Del Vecchio 

 
Adopt the 2021 – 2022 Budget 

Motion: Mayor Valdini  Second: Deputy Mayor Zepf 
Vote: 4 ayes  0 nays Absent: Trustee Del Vecchio 
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Approve Treasurer’s Report & Abstracts 
Motion: Mayor Valdini  Second: Trustee Fawcett 
Vote: 4 ayes  0 nays Absent: Trustee Del Vecchio 

   
ABSTRACT REPORT FOR BOT April 5, 2021   
Seeking to approve payment on:   

    
Abstracts #4276-4283 vouchers $90,166.44  
Expense    
Alpha Carting-Garbage March 2021   $            34,936.00  
NYS Employee Health Insurance-April 2021   $            22,699.53  

    
Income for Period: 3/2/2021-4/5/2021 $112,848.26   
Landscaping Licenses $7,285.00   
Building Permits, Plumbing & ZBA Fees $11,426.00   
Gross Receipts: National Grid/PSEGLI $51,964.97   
Kyack Slips:  $2,400.00   
Suffolk County Mortgage Tax: $30,108.74   
Insurance Claims/Refunds: $6,365.53   

    
Treasurer's Report    
Cash on Hand as of 4/5/2021   
General Fund - BNB                     193,794  
General Money Market - BNB                                50  
CLASS General                      833,729  

 Total Cash on Hand - General                  1,027,573  
    

Capital Fund                           5,240  
CLASS Capital fund                        13,959  

 Total Cash on Hand - Capital                        19,199  
    

Canal Enterprise Fund - BNB                        82,297  
Canal Savings Fund - BNB                  1,503,012  

                   1,585,309  
 



4-5-21 - Board of Trustees Meeting 

Public Comments: 

• 455 Pine Acres Resident: Native Salt tolerant grasses as lakes 

• Resident Ken Michel of Bay Way: Open Fire pits with yard debris / Village Code 
 
 
Adjourn:  Motion: Mayor Valdini  Second: Trustee Dopsovic 

 Vote: 4 ayes  0 nays Absent: Trustee Del Vecchio 
 

Meeting adjourned 8:43PM 
 
 
Transcript of the Tax Cap Hearing and Budget Hearing on file at Village Hall. 


